
September 19, 1957 

Dear Charlie: 
Ureetings from the antipodes. 
&s you may know, I have been spending some weeks here on 

a Fulbright, leoturing in the Baoteriology Department, and re- 
searching in Burn&t'8 lab. To my mild but pleasant surprise, 
it has been quite easy to work into the program on *he genetics 
of the influensa virus, and within two weeks I've become reason- 
ably well occupied with it. 80 1 have some oroeses running, and 
am worrying what "inoomplete virus" may be all about. 

Amdng the projeots that DUrneC has in tow here is a searoh 
for indUoed mutation in tha flu virue, andit does look as if he 
has a reashnably good 8SSay system , involving a rather infrequent 
(spont8neously) mutation from avirulence to vimrlenoe for miae 
in 811 6ge8d8pted 8f2rain of the infkUexlsa virus. It oouurred to 
me that this would be 8n eroellent, almost unique, opportunity 
to test the mutagenioity of fluoro-Uracrfl for an Rl3A genetis 
system. SO, the point of thie letter is to a8k you whether you 
would acoede to a requeet f&r 50-100 mg of it. I wont-t be doing 
that particular work mgself, but will help to design the experi- 
ments, and 1 don't think the material would be naetsd. As long 
a8 I'm at it, I might ask you whether you have any other analogues 
(perhapS#, e.g., the fluorouridine) that might be worth testing 
either as virucides (88 I imagine has been done alrerady) or a8 
rmttagens in this kind of a systgm, It is hard to say what that 
msans, but the first BrOmUr8Oil %?d give something, rather 8ur- 
prisingly. 

What 1 may not have streesed properly is that there is no 
convinoing evidence for the induotion of mutation in any animal 
vi-s (albeit spontaneous mutations do ecour), and I am personal 
very su8pioious of the existing Ol~ms for the other RDA genetio. 
systems like tobaaco mosaic virus. 

If you aan furnihh thie materia), would you be kind enough 
to have it sirmailed (E25+ per l/2 OS. or 84b the first 2 08. by 
'2d olass', ,638 further 208.) to me o/o 

Sir MaoFarlane Burnet Airmail take8 
Hall Institute 5-6 days; SUrf8ae 
Soy81 Yelbourne Hospital mail as many Week8. 
Parkvllle, ViO,, Australia 
Thanks very much. Beet reg8rd8 from Esther & t0 Judy, 8nd 

8ay hello to Alan if you ever 8ee him. We'll be here till 
Illov. 1, will be b-k in Madison by the middle or end of low. 
(the latter if we stopover in India as is under oonaideration). 

P.S. If you prefer, 8end the sample8 
Tours, 

over to (lenetios and Il(r8, Behovete will --.¶ I,. -- Joshua Lederberjt 


